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Note;- Not a really distinguished book in the lot, though there are two dark horses 
which rank above average and deserve special mention, - THE SMALL RAIN by Madeleine 
L'Engle (Vanguard) and a none too pleasant novel entitled, COMING HOME by Lester Cohen, 
that packs a punch. Rental library names, in Fatth Baldwin and Grace Livington Hill; 
and disappointments in some other familiar names. See reports below, under 


PROBLEWATICAL BOOTS 


February 2p 


Seddwick, A.C. TELL SPAKTA Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.50 

Fairly wordy, decentralized odyssey of a group of journalists abroad (France, 
Greece, Africa) - sometimes in fun, sometimes in earnest, all in all getting in some 
Sly digs at the profession. There is Fearl Nesbitt of Brooklyn, who dogs editors for 
assignments and her colleagues for assistance in filling them; Clayton, her first 
partner, bumptious and brash; MeSweenie, Irish-American isolationist for a Chicago 
sheet; Adrian Maybury, foreign correspondent, whose concern for fallen France and fallen 
Greece goes beyond news beats, who gets his stories in the front lines (and not vica- 
riously) and who is intermittently in love with Margaret. The hopeless Greek struggle, 
personified by Katie and Taki, two Greeks to whom Margaret and Maybury lose their hearts 
but who refuse to leave their own country) comes to its bitter end, and the African 
campaign next brings the group together. Dullish-throughout. 


Pebruary-<3—. |) “i 4 
L'Engle, Madeleine THE SMALL RAIN Vanguard 
$2.50 
* There is considerable charm in this not important but refreshing story of 


Katherine Forrester, musician in the making, of the conflicts between her personal and 
budding professional life, and of the few whe successively become the focus of her 
emotional life. Young love, against a background of an English school in Switzerland, 
of New York's Bohemia - and the worlds of theatre and music interchangeably - and the 
urge to measure up to what her mother would have wanted for her in music combine to make 
Katherine an elusive and convincingly contradictory character. Weli done. 


Pevrusry 27 March2: 


Peeples, Edwin A. SWING LOW Houghton, Mifflin 
$2780" 2: 7S" 

_A gripping first novel of prejudice and injustice in the story of Willy Mack, 
country Negro, whose new wife, Amy, forces him to live in Atlanta, where he has to come 
bat her desire to Sell liquor. In spite of Willy's good boss, Mr. Jim, who makes him 
proud of his work, ambitious for his future, Willy Mack gets into trouble, - first with 
Hadley, drunken mechanic and Negro-baiter, whose colored mistress two times him rousing 
further passions. Senseless murder, assault, privations, underprivilege, the whole 
tragic cycle - and Willy Mack's luck runs out until he finally persuades Amy to return 
with him to the country, leaving the mess behind...Bar sinister this for Public Libra- 
ries, but for those who can take it, a steam rivet job of the terrific problems involved 
in giving the Southern Negro a hearing in a white man's world. A holding tale. 

» 18 « 
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Hill, Grace Livingston ALL THROUGH THE NIGHT Lippincott 
$2.00 
Romance, regeneration and religion, in a wholesome twle that Mrs. Hill's loyal 

followers will enjoy. Dale, at the death of her beloved grandmother, finds her privacy 
invaded by her acquisitive Aunt Blanche and her two children, spoiled Corliss and rough 
Powelton. Aunt Blanche introduces wine, card playing and fast company - and only an 
automobile accident puts the fear of God into them - subdues them and helps Dale save 
them. There is a love story in Dale's romance with David, a soldier, brought back from 
Shipwreck through Dale's unflagging faith and prayer. 


March 5 


Gilligan, Edmund VOYAGE OF THE GOLDEN HIND Seribner 
$2.50 

Nautical adventure, with its share of robust incident and romance, oddly set in 
today's background but with full flavor of the past. (Frankly, the fact of World War II 
going on only penetrated my consciousness towards the close - the style seems almost 
Capt. Marryat, over-written and old-fashioned.) The story deals with the last voyage 
of the last of the Gloucester sailing vessels on a bare chance of salvaging from the 
grasp of a creditor who wanted to transt'orm her into a dragger and betray her good name. 
Her owner, a girl, and the man who loved her, took the long chance - and brought it off, 
despite the forces of evil against them. The reseue of a sunken hull, needed for its 
lead; the finding of a bank teeming with halibut; the paying off of an old debt and a 
new; the tragedy of death at sea, of betrayal, and the miracle of unswerving, unasking 
loyalty, make for a good sea yarn, despite its archaic style. 


March 14 Yf 


Prokosch, Frederic AGE OF THUNDER DD fa 
y rts ° $2.50 

Less significant than his earlier books, this is the rather nebulous tale of a 
young soldier in the south of France. Without full knowledge of his destination, Jean 
Nicolas Martin joins others who travel by night, engaged on a secret mission not wholly 
outlined. The first night is spent with 2 group in the underground which includes 
Quivar, a Negro from Martinique, whose need for revenge can never be satisfied; then he 
meets up with a family of Italians, unwanted in any country, among whom is Susanna, 
young and evasive; leaving them, he joins a band of maquis, some of whom are to be 
killed, while Jean Nicolas is wounded, rescued by some monks, and finds himself again 
with Susanna and her family, with whom he crosses the border into Switzerland. The 
philosophic dialogues of war, death etc, plus the poetic overcast characteristic of the 
Prokosch novels, will appeal to his special audience, but the average reader will find 
it produces an aura of cloudiness rather than atmosphere, 


a L- 


March 15 


Baldwin, Faith ARIZONA STAR Farrar & Rinehart 
$2.50 

A sextet of interlocking long shorts (ran in Cosmo under the title, Southwest 
Symphony) ~ this concerns a town in Arizona, its ruling family, the Grafins, and the 
grandmother, Old Em, who tries to control them all. There is her daughter, Lucy, whose 
divorce from Chester had been railroaded through by Old Em, but who some years later 
returns to him. There is young Em, afraid, for a time, to cut loose to marry Sam. 
There are Doris, with too much mother, and Ches, with too much grandmother, who combine 
against opposition. And there are outsiders. Well tailored to popular demand, but 
not Faith Baldwin at her best. 
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Marshall, Edison THE UPSTART Farrar & Rinehart 
$2.50 

The author of Benjamin Blake and The Great Smith (and numerous adventure tales) 
with a third substantial romantic novel, this time of how one of Georgia's aristocrats 
got his start. Known in his mature years as Richard Price, he traces his story back to 
its humble beginnings, when as Dick Finger, leader of Jerry's Jollies, gang of London 
street urchins, he made a slim living by pocket pickings. With the death of his guard- 
ian Piddling Fingers, he falls heir to a belief in his own gentle birth and enough of a 
fortune to buy himself a place in a group of strolling players = he becomes Dick Drury, 
and falls in love with the leading lady, lovely Penny Price. The idyll of their love, 
blessed by beekeepers and their own shining youth, is ultimately wrecked on the shoals 
of ambition, when they fall prey to the lure of Sir Anthony Beach, who intended them no 
good. Set on revenge, Dick hesitates but a fraction when he discovers that Sir Anthony 
is his own father. But he kills him none the less, and escapes to the New World, the 
Oglethorpe colony, there to start anew as Kichard Price, gentleman planter....Good yarn 
of its kind. Not up to the other two. 








March 19 


Winslow, Anne Goodwin WINTER IN GENEVA Knopf 
' $2.50 

A collection of long short stories, stories of mood and personalities - rather 
than of incident - by the author of The Dwelling Place (1943). There is none of the 
spiritual quality that made The Dwelling Place appeal to many readers. But there is 
the same deftness and simplicity. The backgrounds shift from Switzerland and the Itale- 
ian Lakes to the Hawaiian islands - to New England —- to the South. Exotic flavor to ( 
many, as she writes of the influence of one personality on the life of another - of 
nostalgic return and failure to recapture a lost mood - of the past. Period is con- 
temporary though not war. There's an occasional hint of autobiography ~ of emotions 
savored and ascribed to others - the personalities of the women blur into a more or 
less central figure. 


March 22 


Slaughter, Frank G. A TOUCH OF GLORY Doubleday, Doran 
$2.50 

Good of its kind - definitely not highbrow - this is again full dosage of 
romantic-cum-medical complications which is substantial pop reading (with more author- 
ity than most lay-medic fiction since Slaughter is a Lt.Col, in the Medical Corps- a 
surgeon). The story concerns one Chris, discharged from the army after an injury, who 
returns to his southern home town, now on the boom with shipyard work, but victimized 
by a Dr. Dwight and his crooked compensation clinic. Incited by Karen, young Norwegian 
doctor, Chris makes a frontal attack on Dwight, starts his own hospital on a socialized 
setup, takes over Dwight's failures, stifles a typhus epidemic which Dwight should have 
forestalled, and clears himself of a shyster lawsuit slapped on him by Dwight. His 
"affair" with Karen is incidental; it is Roz whom he loves and marries. 


March 28 40 


Sylvester, Harry DAYSPRING Appleton-Century 
/ $2.75 

The complexities of Catholicism at conflict with a contrasting way of life in 
a story which some readers will find important for its spiritual values. The author [ 
has previously made the Catholic Church background for a story (Dearly Beloved - Duell, 
Sloan & Pearce - 1941). This time his central figure is Spencer Bain, sceptic and 
anthropologist, who joins the Church, solely to forward his investigation of the 
Penitentes in New Mexico. His wife's visit, the realization of her fear of pregnancy, 
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@ the studied effort to maintain a social front when his publisher, Kendal, and his amorous 
: wife, and his superior, Schapper, come for Easter, during the very period when Bain is 
deeply involved (more than he intended) in the austerities of the season. With the 
violent death of Schapper, Bain is offered his position - and only at the last moment, 
does he realize that he cannot deny the integrity of his awakening to faith...Two sets 

of values are at war...A book which may appeal to some who liked Razor's Edge. 
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Burnett, Whit - Ed. TIME TO BE younc “ASL II Lippincott 
$3.00 
* Stellar symposium of contributors, and an expert selection from all kinds of 


writing about youth, combine to make an anthology for all tastes, literary and popular. 
Here is the "freshness of the vision of the young", the humor and gaiety and sadness, 

the awkwardness and tenderness as evoked by many of classical standing (Proust, Santayana, 
Katherine Mansfield, Mark Twain, Clarence Day); others of mcre: modern but equally perenni- 
al appeal (James Street, Irwin Edman, Mackinlay Kantor, Ludwig Beme lmans, Hemingway, 
Steinbeck, Marjorie Rawlings, Bertha Danon, Kobert benchley, Cornelia Otis Skinner, 
Thurber and others). Minimum of new names for a maximum of high merit and lasting enjoy- 
ment. Short stories, excerpts from novels, bits of autobiography, essays. 


Maren Tr 


ue 
Cohen, Lester COMING HOME a ee Viking 
| " garom &:)S Vv 
This is no glamorous romance of a young marine and a uit Polish girl - though 

the romance is there. But it is there against a grim background of Pittsburgh's steel 
_ furnaces and riverside slums; against the machinations of criminal corruption and crook- 

ed politics, permeating and manipulating little lives, of a sort of American fascism, 

which Joe finds out when he comes back from Guadalcanal, with a Silver Star on his blue 

coat. For while he’s been gone, his girl, Stella, has had a baby - and found that there's 

a price to pay for getting and holding a job if one happens to combat the lustful desires 

of the man in power. Joe has been fighting beasts - he sees no reason to stop — and he 

finds himself the victim of manmade laws and so-called justice. Just how he and Stella 

meet this; how they win a few - a very few - to their side - and how a courageous pair 

win their right to start life anew makes a holding novel. At times Cohen labors his 

point; at times the book is lush, overwritten; but he has something important to say 

and isn't afraid to say it. 


3 
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: Ro — DH HUMAN COMED YE Queen, Ellery - CALAMITY TOWN 
DEPARTMENT OF SUDDEN DEATH 
Mareh 2 


Mace, Merlda BLONDES DON'T CRY | : Messner 
) $2.00 
Middling muddle, as transients of a Washington rooming house are faced with 
suspicion of murder when Christine Andersen finds a woman's unidentified body. Christine, 
with the help of an ambitious policeman, noses up trouble, disappearances, abortion 
scandals, foretune telling blackmail, romantic crisscrosses, another killing — and con- 
@& centrates attention from the killer OM herself. 











January 15, 1945 Mysteries & Thrillers ~- 22 « 
March 19 


Crane, Frances THE INDIGO NECKLACE Random House 
$2.00 

Good suspense and atmosphere for a multi-plotted yarn revolving around a 
succession of violent deaths in the household of the Clarys, old New Orleans family 
living in the French Quarter. Again Lt. Patrick Abbott (see Amethyst Spectacles) -— now 
on duty in New Orleans, plays his hunches, outguesses the local authorities, shifts 
suspicion rapidly until he gets the right one, and manages to keep Jean from fatal 
accident as she involves herself in things that aren't her business. Good entertainment. 


March 22 


Olsen, D.B. CATS DON'T SMILE Doubleday, Doran 
$2.00 
Miss Rachel Murdock, 70-year old spinster who loves crime, finds plenty of 
danger when murders occur in the Hurgreaves family. and their background, history and 
secrets supply the answers to the killings. Her solitary snoopings almost cost her her 
life, but she leads the baffled police to the right solution. Usual standard. 


Hareh-BF—— Qi ui 1g 


Bellairs, George CALAMITY AT HARWOOD Macmillan 
$2.00 
Lt. Littlejohn confronted by murder confused with hauntings and poltergeists 
as real estate developer, Solomon Burt, is killed in his new apartments. All tenants 
are suspect, and found to be linked in Nazi bunds, but it takes a bit of doing to 
track down the motivating factor. Littlejohn achieves his goal spectacularly and 
successfully. British but not in their best tradition. 


March 29 


Fenwick, E.P. TWO NAMES FOR DEATH Farrar & Rinehart 
$2.00 
Lt. Eggart of the Boston police exercises his passion for detail in the kill- 
ings of Lenore Bellane (Schafft) as he backtracks her early life and her current en- 
tanglements, her family and emotional affairs, and the converging of concentration 
from outside on her life. Eggart attains assistance from other than the police; his 
eliminations force the killer to suicide, and proof is obtained from a written confes- 


sion. An unassuming, fair play job. 
March 34 flo. 


THE OUTSIDERS Simon & Schuster. 
$2.00 

The close fraternity of the circus freaks again backgrounding the investiga-— 
tions of Pel Pelham (of Sinners Never Die), press agent for Sapolio, the fasting man. 
Refusing to work in with the police, and protecting his own kind, Pelham proceeds on 
his own in the murders of a trapeze artist and Sapolio -- identifies an anonymous 
blackmailer and percentage racketeer, and gets evidence on his diehard enemy, flat- 
foot Rorke. Australian setting. Only fair in interest. 


Martin, A.E. 
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ONE DARK HORSE 


March 19 
Manchester, Harland NEW WORLD OF MACHINES Random House 
$3.00 
* A rather unimaginative title for a very imaginative treatment of the advancing 


field of science on many fronts which touch intimately the lives of every one of us. 
Frankly - I'm not interested in machines -— and I found this fascinating reading, so feel 
safe in prophesying that many another layman will likewise be absorbed by it. We are on - 
the threshold of the greatest technological advance since the discovery of the internal 
combustion engine, an advance speeded up immeasureibly by wartime research and development. 
the results of which will te available to the general public when hostilities cease. 
Communications, transportation, power, structural materials and fabrics, reduction of man- 
power labor, extension of sight and hearing, control of heat and light and climactic con- 
ditions - all these factors will be drastically chanded and Harland Manchester takes us 
behind the scenes and gives us glimpses into the mysteries of laboratory development and 
practical use. There is-good grounding of historical background; there are vivid bits of 
biography; and throughout, even the most int2ngible subjects, remote from the lay under- 
standing, are made exciting reading and, for the average need, intelligitle. Words we 

use freely, with little knowledge of their actual meaning, emerge with greater sign- 
ificance, - polaroid, fluorescent, octane, diesel engines, plastics, buna-s, and so on. 


These Have News Value 


The first story in book form out of the Philippine Underground, LEYTE CALLING by Lt. 
Joseph F, St. John (Vanguard); primary source material of immediate interest - THROUGH 
JAPANESE EYES by Otto D. Toltschus (Reynal & Hitchcock); and the new Gertrude Stein, 
WARS I HAVE SEEN, (Random House). See reports below under date order. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOORS ~ Non-fiction 


Rebeuery—t6— ()) rei, 12. 


Bowers, Claude G. . THE YOUNG JEFFERSON Houghton, Mifflin 
$3.50 


Bowers is important from the point of view of definitive scholarship, but we con- 
fess we find him solid resding...This book precedes Jefferson and Hamilton and Jefferson 
tm Power in backtracking of traits, events and course of developmdnt that made Jefferson 
one of the immortals. Here are the origins of his social and political theories in 
formative years. Here is the exploration of a many-sided personality, incidents de- 
tailed in relation to his growth. Here is his career in Virginia, - in the legislature, 
as governor — microcosm of what he was to do for the nation; here is the value of his ‘ 
relations with France in establishing foreign policy; nere is - in some detail ~ the 
human Jefferson, his dominant obsession for his home, his relations with his family, 
friends. It is a thorough, careful recapitulation of a man of vision ~ at variance with 
some other books on the period, but- with’ Bowers' record- authoritative, PR partisan, 


St.John, Lt. Joseph F. LEYTE CALLING 5 Vanguard 
as told to Howard Handleman $2.00 


News value and original experiences, for the story of an American guerilla of 
nineteen who was left - with the fall of the Philippines - to fight it out pretty much 
on his own. Escaping by boat, capsizing, St.John and a few others landed on Mindanao, 
hid out in the back country which fever made unlivable, and eventually were forced to 
the town. Death - and escape to Australia - broke up the group; St.John spen five 
months with a native family and eventually joined the army of native guerilla. and odd 
soldiers, like himself. Sent to Leyte to run a watcher station, St.John spen: more 
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than two years there with almost no food save sick cow or sick pig - and few U.S. con- 
tacts. Informer incidents and reprisals - guerilla killings with bolos rather than 
bullets - a fifteen-year old Filipino Joan of Arc who did her bit + the almost un- 
broken native solidarity and friendship - and finally the thrill of the American land- 
ings, and return home for St.John. Verve and vivacity in the telling - and an intereste 
compelling record. Not "literature" but good reading. 


February 19 


Berg, Mary WARSAW GHETTO L.B. Fischer 
$2.75 3 
The second book within the month to tell the inhuman story of the Warsaw ghetto, 
this is a diary, bajun at the age of sixteen, of three years spent in the walled-off 
city within a city. More personal, more detailed and more direct tha,No Traveler 
Returns (Shoskes and Riess - DD - P. 13) - it carries a note of greater authenticity. 
And, in view of the youth and the experiences of the author, it manifests surprising 
restraint. Here is the story of the Folish Jews, their persecution by Poles as well 
as Nazis; the conditions of starvation, forced labor,typhus which took heavy toll, of 
the pogroms which killed yet more. It is also the story of her famiy and young friends, 
of the work they did to keep up forms of forbidden education and entertainment, of 
the means they used to stayalive. And finally, with her mother's American citizen- 
ship, the family's release to emigrate to the U.S. only to be imprisoned during Warsaw's 
bloodiest days, then held in an internment camp in France, and finally given their 


freedom. A moving record of terrorism. 


Brinnin, John Malcolm NO ARCH, NO TRIUMPH Knopf 
$2.00 


This is the second published volume of verse by the young 28-year old poet now 
instructing in the English department &t Vassar. Not always immediately easy to grasp, 
these poems repay a little closer reading. They are contemporary in content and in 
form, perhaps resembling the disillusioned school of Auden and Eliot, but with an 
authentic personal note. The poet is particularly conscious of the ironical contrast 
between the cloistered study of the past and this "season of actual war". The poem 
which gives the volume its title is typical and particularly hard-wrought, certainly 


out of the groove of what one expects from lyric verse. 
0 


Pebruany se TParcl, AS 

WARS I HAVE SEEN Random House 
$2.50 
Perhaps this is the shot in the arm that war reporting needs - though I ques- 

tion it. Here, with a slight increase in intelligibility, but equal eccentricity, is 
the mistress of the marathon, her indefatiguable retreats and repetitions, her aber- 
rational associations, her very conscious unconsciousness as she rambles happily through 
past and present...The wars she read about as a girl, the wars she lived through like 
the Boer War, the Spanish-American War, the Russo-Japanese War, the last war, and now 
this war spent in a village in occupied France; the villagers talked with, the Germans 
and Italians they billeted, refugees, "collabos", her garden, chickens, and her French 
poodle "Basket", and finally the excitement of the American landings, the departure 
of the Germans, and the exploits of the robinhood manuis....Distracted rather than 
distracting. (Which is to be expected.) 


Stein, Gertrude 


February ?? 


Fast, Howard - Ed. SELECTED WORK OF TOM PAINE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$3.00 
: There is extraordinary vitality in the writings of Tom Paine and Howard Fast, 
through his Citizen jJ'om Patne created the market for this excellent selection from 
his works, with biographical and historical background and comments by Fast. Paine 
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emerges as pamphleteer without rival, as courageous advocate of flagging causes. No 
other pen did so great a service to the cause of Revolution, - the American Revolution 
with Common Sense and the Crists Papers; the murmurings of revolution which came event-— 
ually in England, with Rights of Man; and the cause of religious freedom with the often 
misquoted and misinterpreted The Age of Reason. How these writings came into being; 
how they affected not only the lives of masses of people but Tom Paine's own troubled 
life; how they set a high standard for all who sometimes failed to realize that "a 
declaration of rights is also a declaration of duties". The final section contains the 
much discussed but rarely read letter to Washington, along with sundry other shorter 
papers connected with it, in Paine's period of disillusion. 


Meret cig] 


Sharp, Roland Hall SOUTH AMERICA-UNCENSORED Longmans,. Green 
| $3.50 

A commonsense, background book on South America, where optimism is shadowed by 
realism. The author, Staff Correspondent on Latin American affairs for the Christian 
Science Monitor, gives his findings from seven years of some 110,000 miles of traveling 
the continent, from political matters to modern pioneering in terms of the geography 
and climate and opportunities. An intensive investigation, from first-hand field ex- 
perience, this warns of danger from fascist dictator Vargas and his hold on Brazil, 
Argentina and her doubtful future, to the many other countries and the current trends 
in them. He gives a picture of how foreign interests affect South America; he shows 
the handicaps of poor soil, jungles, mountains, desert - and how they retard progress. 
He indicates the gaps in transportation and communication, describes the continent from 
all points of the compass, from coast to interior, and evaluates the resources as af- 
fecting future development...For 2 bettering of knowledge, future policies, for friend- 
ship and security in the Western Hemisphere, this underlines the foundations necessary 
for long range consistent democratic effort - dnd what we can do about it. Thought 
provoking, solidly informative. 32 pages of photographic illustration. 


Mareh 5 


Baker, Ray Stannard AN AMERICAN CHRONICLE Seribner  .- 
: $3.50 

Companion volume to Native American (1941), this continues the autobiography of 

the author, reporter, biographer, whose commemorative editorial and biographical work 

on Wilson have made him the authority on Wilson - and whose creation of "David Grayson" 

brought him a perennial popular following...His early years as a reporter in Chicago 

during the depression of '93; on to marriage, and New York, and writing and editing for 

McClure, Then the break to write on his own, achieve personal freedom; the muck raking 

articles for which he was prosecuted, the retreat to the country and regeneration 

through nature (the birth of "David Grayson"); the political interest kept alive in 

the Progressive-Insurgent Movement; the war years, the close watching of Wilson's 

every move, and appointment as head of Wilson's Press Department during the Peace 

Conference; the confusion and disillusion of-.these months, the tragedy of the Wilson 

failure, and Baker's efforts to bring understanding to the Wilson mission. And, fol- 

lowing Wilson's death, the fourteen years spent in editing of the documents left in 

his care by wilson..eA benevolent, energetic, liberal ~ through his own eyes ~ unself- 

conscious —- overlong .jn the telling. 


NeewiTo~ yor AF 
Haberly, Loyd SILENT FAME Macmillan 


$1.75 


Short-lined, lyric, light verse, chiefly distinguished by being pleasant and 
pastoral in tone. The dedication of this volume sets its key, - "to E.V.R. = to your 
spirit of song, of sun and storm, of green gardens and flowering”....Glib and studded 
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with old saws and bright sayings, this is hardly an important or valuable contribution 
for young England to make in these days. 


March te 29V 





’ . 
Johnstone, B.K. & Others BUILDING AND BUYING A HOUSE Whittlesey 
‘ $2.75 J 

This is a sober and cautious handbook intended to guide and guard the prospec- 
' tive home owner, whether he is planning to build or buy. The opening chapters stress _ 
the importance of financial standing, of not getting into something beyond one's depth. 
There is a clear cut presentation of various ways of financing the venture, different 
types of mortgages, their advantages and disadvantages, shown in text and charts, and 
the federal aid available. ‘Then the book goes on to selection of site, again with many 
words of warning as to pitfalls, the planning of what sort of use the house will be 
put to, of how to analyze types of plans, of how to ,jjudge construction if buying a 
finished house, of cost analysis and the factors that control costs, always stressing 
the fact that "the first cost is not the last cost". Liberal illustration throughout, 
with animated diagrams, which tell their own tale. Brief sections for the last part of 
the book deal with the architect, the contractor, working drawings and specifications, 
contract of sale, construction contract, construction hazards, liabilities and insur - 
ance...«.A down-to-earth book which should serve as a practical break on the temptation 
to plunge into house ownership after the war. 





March 14 Jf 


Dean, John HOME OWNERSHIP rer 
$2.50 

Bracket this with the title above as another break on plunging into building or 
buying a house, once the war strictures are lifted. The author is convinced that pres- 
sure is already being applied to the end of persuading too many people to build or buy. 
Ke shows how home owning is a lottery for a great many families. This is not a prac- 
tical how-to-do handbook - nor a book for wary purchasers - but a candid analysis of 
the pros and cons (with emphasis on the cons). He discusses the pressure factors, - 
real est&te people, false standards of security, publicity dealing with housing and 
planning, the doubtful argument of its being a good investment, an incentive to save, 
an improvement in credit status. He shows instead the fallacies and pitfalls, sponsor- 
ed by various commercial interests; he criticises the role of government in the home- 
owning-pattern, but indicates ways in which the F.H.A. etc. can help control fringe 
community housing projects, planned neighborhoods, ete. There are some revealing state- 
ments in this book, which unfortunately is written in a way to discourage the possivil- 
ity of general reading on the part of those who might need the warning. Its probatie 
market is those who are interested in housing trends. 








Harper 
$4.00 

A lot of reading for a few ideas, 2s the author writes on personal practices, 
executive leadership and office management. This is a serious attempt to show how 
salesmanship can be improved. He overdoes his efforé to explain how to go about selec- 
ting salesmen, what to look for, what to avoid and how to check. He shows how they 
can be fired with enthusiasm, inspired and guided. He develops all types of formulas 
on bonus payments, salaries and commissions. He discusses the problems of the sales- 
men in the field as ageinst those in the home office. He explains the importance of 
administration, supervision, etc. on the part of the sales manager. Comprehensive 


coverage, but too wordy to appeal to the busy sales manager who might use it. 


Benge, Eugene J. MANPOWER IN MARKETING J 
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4ereh14 Uh 


Bingham, Millicent Todd ANCESTORS' BROCADES Harper 

. ¢ $3.75 

For devotees of Emily Dickinson, this is the finely detailed account of the 

posthumous publication of her works under the editorial supervision of Mabel Todd Loomis 
(the author's mother) and T.W. Higginson. From a voluminous correspondence, conversa— 
tions, journals, the author has reconstructed the story of the publication of the poems 
(the first, second and third series}, the very difficult editorial decisions, their 
critical and popular reception, and the considerable task of preparing the letters for 
publication. There is only occasionally personal, rather than literary, interest here; 
that mainly is the feud that developed between Emily's sister, Miss Vinnie, and Mrs. 
Loomis, as Miss Vinnie + more and more resentful of the fame which Mrs. Loomis attained - 
finally brought a ridiculous suit against her in which she won only a pyrrhie victory. 
Occasional marginalia on Emily - on the other Dickinsons - on the’ townspeople - all of 
whom the Loomis' knew well. Special market. 


YVareh 16 


Rathbone, A. D. SHALL WE SCRAP OUR MERCHANT MARINE McBride 
$3.00 

The place of the Merchant Marine in world history, as the author surveys the 
course of its history in sea power, from the Phoenicians, Greek and Romans, to the 
present-day United States merchant marine. He weighs the value, the importance and 
necessity of commercial shipping, in peace and in war, and examines the facts and 
statistics for the crise of maritime ccmmerce as a factor of national prosperity. He 
traces the story of our shipping, from clipper ship days on, the lessons which have been 
hard and expensive to learn, that merchant plus war ships complement each othe:, - the 
former, at all times, to supply the latter, while the latter protect: the formes. Here 
are the results of speed, delivery, improved service. The picture too of the recent 
renaissance of shipbuilding, the story of embargoes, impressment, tonnage, trade routes, 
national decline when the merchant marine was in the discard, and the possibility of a 
proper balance with the coming of age of cargo ships. Partisan - but plausible. 


Pezas, Mikia . THE PRICE OF LIBERTY Ives Washburn 
eet a $3.00 

A modest, warmhearted first person narrative of the Greek struggle, by an Athen- 
ian lawyer who has beén part of it, and who escaped after some months of his country's 
occupation. It is first the story of peacetime days spent in the small village of 
Crystallia on Mt. Olympus, of simple people unaware of the outside world and the war 
to come. It is next the story of Fezas' enlistment after war was declared, of the trio 
formed with Zeno and Mitso - of Zeno's death in an early engagement, and Mitso's loss 
of both legs and later his life when a hospital was bombed. Mountain marches, the cold 
and the lice, the costly defense of Kiafe Lusit pass, and finally the author's hospital- 
ization in German-occupied Athens and his escape some months later. The people of 
Greece, villagers, shepherds, bandits, - their simplicity and stoicism ~ given full 
measure of tribute. Not a book which attempts any political untangling, but with the 
Greek problem uppermost, the book will have background value. 


Sokoloff, Boris MD THE SAGA OF PENICILLIN 4Pe4 Ziff-Davis 
$2.80 VO 
Brief biography - for popular consumption - of the new drug which has proved 
less harmful and more potent than the sulfas - written by a medical popularizer. The 
conception of the bacteriocidal idea in Metchnikoff's laboratory; its discovery and 
description as penicillin, a mold, in 1928 by an English Dr. Fleming; its recultivation 
here in 1939 and the first proofs of its effectiveness; the almost immediate production 
of the mold on widening scale - its current values and futures. Some rhetoric, some 
padding - but an adequate job. (Another book on subject coming - Random House ). 
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Anthony, Katharine THE LAMBS Knopf 


$3.50 
An interpretative psycho-biography of the Lambs which takes advantage of modern 


findings in mental disorders to clarify the picture of Charles and Mary Lamb, indisso- 


lubly linked together. The environment, so alien to childhood, in which they grew up; 
the precociousness of the two; the London of their day, the Temple, the family life, - 
these are shown as roots that long endured. Then came the awful breakdown that drove 
Mary to murder . their mother, too mercifully covered up for Mary's own chances of re-. 
covery, resulting in recurrent manic-depressive states. But in compensation, there was 
the widening of their circle of friends, the many planes of emotional and intellectual 
experiences they shared, their literary development, Charles receiving full credit, 
while Mary stayed in woman's then-ordained place. There were critical times, not only 
from Mary's frequent asylum isolations, but from Charles’ compulsive changes, as the 
love between them often tormented and caused havoc in both mental balances. Then there 
was Charles‘ love for Fanny Kelly, for young Isola; their mutual concern about Coleridge, 
Hazlitt, Wordsworth, Godwin - and many others. Charles’ last years were spent with Mary 
in country seclusion; Mary outlived him for many years....This is a modern evaluation, 
clinically corrective, which adds many new facets to the story of the famous brother and 
sister, without detracting from the old charm of mutual loyalty. It is, too, a picture 


of the Georgian world, the many cross currents of the times and their meanings. Note- 

worthy - if controversial. 

White, Newman Ivey PORTRAIT OF SHELLEY Knopf 
$4.00 

* White's definitive two volume biography of Shelley brought him deserved re- 





cognition as an authority. Now he presents an extensive, interpretative and tempered 
portrait of the poet and the man. Here is a life of constant disenchantment - as real- 
ity failed to meet the ideal and the idealized; of perpetual harassment as his too 
generous obligations to his friends (and particularly the thankless Godwin) were not 
matched by his circumstances; of illness, his own consumption, and Mary's melancholic 
depressions, and the loss of their two children in Italy. And finally, of domestic 
unhappiness, first with Harriet, the girl whose enlightenment he undertook and which 
ended in a loveless marriage; and then Mary Godwin, whose spirit was partly broken by 
the loss of her babies. The years in England and in Italy; the peripatetic friendships 
with Godwin, Byron, Leigh Hunt; the last years of real creativity and the implications 
of the great poems and the politico-philosophical works. Finally, his death, and the 
import of the vital radical force, the imaginative idealism Shelley exerted for all 


times. A biographical achievement of permanent value. 
yO. ms Whittlesey 
The inside picture of a California town, Mayfield, through the 43 years of ser- 
vice as telephone operator of Elmira Johnson, whose efficient handling of civic and 
personal affairs from her intimate listening post made her a conspicious figure in the 
town's life. This manages to combine a “literary family" life with the community 
stories, for the author, whose father was the Methodist choir director, early ran into 
trouble over the maryshadings between black and white, and was further conditioned by 
Uncle Willy who ran the newspaper and who let his kindnesses carry full quota of poison 


There are stories of Old Docs of the town tyrant, and the scandals 


Baker, Louise ‘ PARTY LINE 


for his enemies. 


and near-tragedies she caused; of the other side of the tracks family; of charity, in- 
fidelity, matchmaking; of literary and musical drives: of newcomers; of the hotel fire 
and how Uncle Willy added to the excitement; then what happened when dial telephones 
were put in and Miss Flmira retired....Old fashions in “listening-in" - fine points - 
the good and the bad of it. Placidly pleasant commentary on community life - then and 
now ~ which has a bit of possibility of Country Lawyer market. 
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Fy 
March r&9 
Cooper sMorley THE CRUISING YACHT Whittlesey / 


$2750 3.00 

After reading proofs on two books warning me off house building or purchase, the 
lure of transferring my home-making proclivities to a cruising yacht might be consider-— 
able - were I a better sailor....But for those who yearn to own a boat on which they can 
live, be it ever so briefly, here is a practical handbook, for the middle income brackets. 
The author - himself committed to a cabin cruiser - gives the measuring rods by which 
to arrive at a decision as to what te buy - in the class, rrproximaiely, of a 35! boat, 
which can g0 places. He suggests starting wich the purchase of a dood used boat, he 
discusses matters of constructicn, beam, hull design, riggsind, living accomodations, 
power (whether motor cr sail). He then goes on to outfitting for cruising, coastwise 
cruising requirements, simple basie instructions - for the power boat man - on sailing, 
the elementary principles of cruising - and how to plan for “going foreign". The final 
section treats of safety advice. Defined market. 


liarse-ee~ ia. |S 


Norris, George W. FIGHTING LIBERAL Macmillan 
$3.50 
(Originally scheduled for November publication - report repeated from 11/1). 
An autobiography that amplifies and personalizes the biography, Democracy’s Norris, 
by Lief (Stackpole, 1939). The 83-year old author, born in Ohio, representing Nebraska 
in the House for ten years, and in the Senate for twenty nine years, tells of his fron- 
tier heritage, the influence that resulted in his beliefs in living simply, getting joy 
from work, respecting justice, and encouraging and inspiring the oppressed. Here are 
the incidents conditioning his conceptions of social justice, his early judégship, his 
not so happy years in the House, as he struggled over reform of House rules, public 
utilities in Muscle Shoals, ete. His explanation of his isolationism in the last war 
and his reversal in this, and his opposition to the Treaty of Versailles. There are 
pictures of the presidents under whom he served, his ideas on post-war problems. An 
Open, likable self-portrait, which is also political history of progressive action @long 
independent lines. Interesting as a testament to a grand old man's belief in the 
American spirit and his own manifestations of it. 


March 22 


Burt, Struthers PHILADELPHIA: Holy Experiment Doub ieee 
"There it is, the great sprawling, obstinate, tenacious, slow-moving-but steadily 
moving city, lying between its two rivers..." This is the city he shows us, from th? 
dream in its founder's mind - to the Civil War (the present only glimpsed). Historically, 
biographically, through anecdote and legend, through the contributions made by its 
geographical position, by the people who built it, by the ideals that sustained it, by 
the tolerance which produced a kind of snobbishness, by its conflicts and their resolu- 
tions, by its inevitable prosperity, its place as a center of the arts, its focus on 
problems of health, its concentration on matters financial. He shows it as a port - as 
a political and social center of state and country - and losing on all counts — turning 
its face inland. Throughout, he reflects its "magic". 
‘Creighton, Thomas H. Deer? BUILD Doubleday, Doran 
NWA $2.50 
A non-faddist, qualifying approach for a discussion of post-war building, a 
need which will be a social one (for housing, schools and hospitals) but which should 
not be abused by boom building. Our future homes should be better integrated, corre lat- 
ed with community improvement, the result of sOund taste and materials. Here is in- 
formation on the traditions and terms of architecture, on modern design and what it 
offers, on prefabrication and what it fails to da, on materials to be considered, on 
tue still conjectural advantages of some new types of heating, air conditioning, 
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illumination, and on the function of architect and engineer...A flexible but watchful 
point of view for consumer information. Different purpose from other home owning books. 





March 22 


OF THESE DAYS Doubleday, Doran 
$2.50 

Personal theatrical history of the entertainment world, of ambition realized, as 
"the last of the red hot mamas" writes her unabashed autobiography. Sophie (Abuza) 
Tuck(er) was born in Yoston, raised in Hartford, saw her mother virtually a slave to 
the family restaurant, and determined to better herself. A runaway marriage and a baby 
and a too-easy-going husband made for a poor start, so Sophie ran away again, this time 
to New York and the start up the ladder to stardom. She sent money home continually; 
she fought against criticisms of "too big and too ugly" and learned, the hard way, to 
win an audience - learned, too, to te farthinking, thoughtful, appreciative. Blackface - 
German Gardens - Tony Pastor's - burlesaue - touring - the Follies of 1909 and the 
questionable success of stopping the show. Then the race upward - work with her band - 
tours to England, and her boners in high society; her marriages, her love of horse 
racing, flops on the screen, her part in the vaudeville union, ete. Definitely show 
business focus, with nostalgic appeal Than ae humor, honest appreciation. 

Lé .19- 

Moulton, Forest Ray & bueno OF SCIENCE Doubleday, Doran 
Schifferes, Justus J. $4.00 

An anthology of primary sources, as scientists throughout all scientific his- 
tory, are quoted in their own words, to make a composite picture of the development of 
science through the ages. The contributions of the early Greek scientists, in medicine 
and architecture and the science of the stars; the Middle Ages and the beginnings of 
engineering and attempts to make man fly (Leonardo); the Renaissance, and the start of 
metallurgy, and beginnings of chemistry, and the contributions’ of Copernicus and Gal:ico 
in changing the conception of the universe, the start of printing -— Gesner, even befors 
Gutenberg; strides forward in medicine and surgery, with Pare and Vesalius, with Har.<r 
and his physiology. Then as science grows up - Francis Bacon and Descartes and Pascéi - 
interest in vital statistics, in Newton's theory of gravitation, in understanding of 
elasticity, in dentistry, in botany. And with the Industrial Revolution, physics and 
chemistry and processes of evolution made famous by men such as Franklin, Dalton, Darwin. 
Scientific exploration - study of natural history - further developments along the lines 
of biology, geology, eugenics, heredity, and psychology, and the recognition of the part 
played by germs and the need for public health and trained nursing. Finally, the modern 
world in which modern concepts of matter, dynamic electricity, radio, light, heat con- 
trol, knowledge of theory of flight, of rays, of photography; relativity (Einstein) and 
the quantum theory, the new physics, electronics, anthropology, and psychoanalysis - 
broad range of development on all fronts, each focussed on a selection from the writ- 
ings of one of its great advocates. At the close, something of the philosophy back of 
science, in the words of the beloved physician, Csler, and of the great surgeon, Cushing, 
and the naturalist, Donald Culross Peattie....An unusual approach to an overall picture 


Tucker, Sophie SOME 











of science growth. 


THE NATURE OF THE BEAST Doubleday, Doran 
WATS TS” 
Natural history from the point of view of animal psychology, which explains 
habits, behavior and reactions as observed in laboratory and field investigation. Pretty 
fascinating stuff - that amateur as well as expert cain digest and use as self starter 
for recognition and understanding. The doings of animals in relatiOn to their senses - 


Noble, Ruth Crosby 





instincts - learning adaptation and memory; emotions - social relationships and rankings; 
sex and courtship - play - parenthood ~ competition, cooperation and response to stimui:. 
Studies - successors to the famous ones of Pavlov's dogs - have produced results the 


methods and means of proof of which are clearly outlined. 


There are parallels of beast 
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to man, distinctions of abnormal from normal findings, results of conflicts, all apply- 
ing to possibilities of the realities of animal existence. Exploration in new fields, 
with the possibilities of the discoveries and widening knowledge indicated. 


March 28 


Grahame, Kenneth - edited by FIRST WHISPERS OF THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS Lippincott 
Elspeth Grahame $1.50 


A unique book, this delicate and perceptive tracing of the growth of The Wind 
in the Willows, through letters and stories told to a small son, and the incident of 
the housekeeper and the mole, and the real pig that jumped the fence, and the keeper, 
and the places they lived, the people they knew - all things that contributed to that 
most engaging of stories for small people. Anecdotal ~ with extracts from early ver- 
sions - revealing tales of husband and son - reprints of articles that contribute still 
other facets of the picture. Devotees of the book and autbor will find this delightful 
reading, and for that special audience, 2 real "find". 


/ 
Mareh “ 


Petersen, Herman COUNTRY CHRONICLE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.50 

A disarming account of twenty years living on an upper New York state farm, by 
one who preferred city to country, but who lesurned the values of country life. Prodded, 
urged, and forced by his wife to give up urban existence, defying everything about the 
country, except the hunting, the author learns how to acquire electricity, roofing, why 
trees should be planted, the ways of bulls, the eccentricities of his neighbors....and 
from a life of a recluse, his income dwindles and he becomes Postmaster and as such is 
Obliged to identify himself with his neighbors. With more time he began to drop the 
deadly date line of the pulps and to write more leisurely novels. This is the pattern 
of the changes the years brought - of how the once prosperous town became a ghost town - 
of cars and radio and government interference, of disappearing farms, of move towards 
the town....And against this - city man into countryman, in straightforward, ingrati- 
ating incidentalia....A refreshing change in viewpoint. 


Tolischus, Otto D. - ed. THROUGH JAPANESE EYES aad Hib Reynal & Hitchcock 
$2.00 
* This is the sort of book that few people will read and most people should. Be- 


cause here, for the first time, has been brought together the damnably convincing 
evidence out of Japanese sources, of their long range plans for world domination ~ their 
scorn of all other peoples - the ideology which dominates their national life. State- 
ments drawn from writings and speeches of not only militarists, but statesmen, and in- 
tellectuals. Each section has an introductory note by the editor, himself a journalist 
who saw the writing on the wall long ago. Japan's war atms - "glorious 100 years", more 
sweeping, more fanatical than even the Nazis, successive utterance reflecting the "glory 
of the emperor". Japan, the master race, indoctrinated with Shinto, primitive religion, 
with no moral nor ethical code; stressing the divinity of the Japanese. One completely 
new document - to me - was the oath taken by the Nipponese abroad. Japan's God Emperor, 
stronger today than ever, aiming towards being emperor of the world, his rule one of 
unmitigated evil, culminating in world war, the man himself 4 willing puppet, agreeing 
with the aims, never attempting to halt the means. Successive sections chart the plan 
for world conquest, preparations for war, appeal to color, to anti-semitism, while 
Japan's diplomats ingratiated themselves at world courts. They used us and Britain - 
they accepted union with Germany. they held Russia neutral. Only the final section 

taps sources other than Japan's own leaders and advocates....Important! 











January 15, 1945 Non-fiction -32 ~- 
Mareh—?? 4/9 


Young, Marguerite ANGEL IN THE FOREST Reynal & Hitchcock 
$3.00 

A breathless, nonstop history of that strange community of New Harmony, Indiana, 
and the two men who established settlements there to prove their theories:- Father 
George Rapp, from Wurttemberg, whose scriptural communism saw heaven as its goal and 
Robert Owem of Wales, who found that theory and practice became confused. This is the 
interwoven story of two dreams - two Utopias that had some value as moral maps. Then 
the contrast ' Of these model communities with New Harmony in 1940 - the discrepancies 
of its life as contrasted with 1815-<4. An interesting, showy but intensive study of 
curious. wonderful and far-reaching patterns af thought and living. 

Pate 1\0 - 
Seydewitz, Max CIVIL LIFE IN WARTIME GERMANY: Story of the Home Front Viking 
| $3.50 Y 

Valuable social history and documentation, though not the human document that 
will come eventually....A Germin, now in Sweden, has coordinated and interpreted avail- 
able material from many sources for an interesting study of Germany at war. He traces 
Hitler's rise to power, the cure of unemployment through rearmament, the steps to a war 
to which the people were indifferent. ‘Then enthusinsm engendered by the Blitz victories-— 
dampened by the Russian miscalculation - and loné months which produced deterioration 
of soldier morale. The winter of 1942, the first crisis in home production, decline of 
food and supplies, strengthened activity of the Underground -- and Goebbel's efforts to 
subdue the crisis. The second crisis came in 19438, with failure to meet higher produc- 
tion demanded by total mobilization. Air bombardments - and the certainty of impending 
doom; opposition within the youth movement; the officers’ revolt in July, 1944 - and 
the possibility for that "other Germany", those openly antagonistic, those passively 
discontented. The conclusion (which many of us do not share) that Germany must have 
equal rights after the war with other nations, and be free from foreign tativenge to 


establish her own democratic way of life. 


Two last minute arrivals 


Lazarsfeld, Paul F.;Berelson, Bernard; THE PEOPLE'S CHOICE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
& Gaudet, Hazel $3.00 

Public opinion experts at work on formation of votes during a presidential 
campaign - using Erie County, Ohio, in 1940, as testing grounds for statistically de- 
rived conclusions. Here are factors determining individual votes; stable character- 
istics of voters; degree of participrtion; passive voters; conversions; pressures ex- 
erted and the conclusion that "a person thinks, politically, as he is socially"...@sE.D. 


Root, Waverley THE SECRET HISTORY OF THE WAR — 2 vols. boxed Scribner 
$10.00 
** An exciting and absorbing book - released with little warning or fanfare — and 


‘aeking a wallop. By the time this report reaches you, reviews will have appeared - 
*.) we simply went to go on record as urging you to give this book due consideration, 
despite the price that will curtail its distribution. koot, a newspaperman of unusual 
types of varied experience, working with the French journslist, Lazareff, has accumu- 
lated a vast amount of information on the secret diplomacy, the seamy side of inter- 
national politics, the personrzlities behind the scenes, the hidden corners where lurk 
dangerous enemies. He's dug back into the period when war was upon us — he's studied 
the scene in warring and neutral countries - he's thrown light on inexplicable happen- 
ings (and on much that had not been revealed). It's a book to skim - and then to 
return to for closer, and continually revealing reading and study. Don't overlook it. 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


j 


Appleton-Century 
Clewes, Winston - THE VIOLENT FRIENDS - from 2/28 to 3/9 
Miller, Helen T. —- THE WICKED SISTER - from 2/28 to 3/9 


Harper 
Bergengren, R.F. - I SPEAK FOR JOH DOAKES ~- from 1/22 to 2/14 
de Huzar, G.B.e. —- PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF DEMOCRACY - from 1/22 to 3/14 
Footner, Hulbert - ORCHIDS TO MURDER - from 2/21 to 2/14 
Lorwin, L.L. —- TIME FOR PLANNING - from 2/21 to 3/14 
Parrish, Anne — POOR CHILD - from 2/21 to 2/14 
Weissman, R.L. —- SMALL BUSINESS AND VENTURE CAPITAL - from 1/22 to 2/1 


Houghton Mifflin 
Balchin, Nigel - THE SMALL BACK ROOM - from 2/?? to 3/6 
Briceno, Olga - Title from HOW WE LIVE IN VENEZUELA to COCKS AND BULLS 
IN CARACAS. Price from $2.50 to $2.75. Date 2/28 
Govan, C.N. = JENNIFER'S HOUSE - from 2/14 to 2/27 


Shay & Dos Passos - Title from ACROSS THE WESTERN OCEAN to THE PRIVATE ADVENTURE 


OF CAPTAIN SHAW. Author's reference should read, Shay, 
Edith & Smith, Katharine. Date 2/21 
Wechsberg, Joseph —- Title from PIER 99 to LOOKING FOR A BLUEBIRD - definite 
date 2/13 


Macrae Smith 
Friedheim & Taylor - FIGHTERS UP - from 2/19 to 3/12 


MeBbride 
Worts, George -— FIVE WHO VANISHED - price from $2.50 to $2.00 


Reynal & Hitchcock 
Willison, G. - SAINTS AND STRANGERS - from 3/27 to 4/??. There will be 
illustrations. 


Vanguard 
Perry, ReB.e - PURITANISM AND DEMOCRACY - published 1/8/45 


Viking 
Ashton, Helen - YEOMAN'S HOSPITAL - from 2/23 to 2/16 


Ziff—Davis P 
Fabricant, N.D. - THE COMMON COLD - from 1/15 to 1/24 
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PICTURE STORY BOOK 


Willis, Fritz ME TOO Marcel Rodd-Publ. 
$1.00 

Pictures - by the author - are so charming that we could wish the text were 
better. Particularly as the "me-too" idea is one that most families have to deal with. 
Here it is done through the story of a little duck who always want to do what the bigger 
ducks are doing. His adventures and misadventures include learning to swim, investi- 
gating a bowl of purple Easter eggs dye, and burning himself when he must needs experi- 
ment with a lighted match. (kKisk here - that imitative youn; ones, unable to read the 
text - might find the temptation too much.) Attractive format. But for text of this 
kind, the Evers have an inside track, and deservedly so. (Published) 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 


Conger, Elizabeth Mallett VALERY Holt gv 
Children have a keen sense of the ridiculous and this will tickle them. Valery 

is a baby calf and she is adopted by the little Whipple boys and brought into their 

home. She eats up the food, she gets upstairs and won't come down, she insists upon 

growing into a big cow and taking upall the room —- and finally the Whipples move out 

and leave their home to Valery and her calf. Sheer nonsense, including the zany draw- 

ings by Bill Crawford. (Originally scheduled for Fall.) (2++4/¢45) */ Be le 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE | 9 = 12's 


Gaggin, E.R. ALL THOSE BUCKLES Viking 
$2.00 

Harum scarum reading for an engaging story of Abijah and Bessie Buckle and the 
family of six, who carry on the alphabet started by their parents, with I - J = K and L 
in the form of pets. They live on a farm on the tanks of the St. Lawrence until the 
army moves in and takes over for an airfield and "all those Buckles" hunt a place to 
live. In colorful parade they move a tenant house to a vacant lot not far away, much 
to the horror of the neighbors who are sure they dor't like children en masse. In- 
evitably, the Buckles not only find a real home with room for a constantly expanding 
alphabet, but make a warm place in the hearts of their neighbors. Illustrated by 
Mildred Cloete - gay full pages and spot drawings. (Herch) Many + 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Hoad, Louise Green KICKAPOO INDIAN TRAILS Caxton 
$2.50 
Very dull - and an amateurish approach to recounting of Indian tales handed ‘ 
down to the author by a grandmother who had been a mission teacher. Question and 
answer in story form —- recollection of experiences as a missicnary, of visits to an 
Indian village, of learning to ride an Indian pony, of life among the Otoe village 
Indians, of being lost on a trail and viewing the religious ceremony of the Corn Dance, 


Lacks the essential spark which keeps folk material alive. Authentic but uninteresting. 
(2/15) 
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Hager, Alice Rogers BRAZIL: Gtant of the South Macmillan 
$2.00 
Virtually a big picture geography, but for older children than that might in- 
dicate. The text is built around the fine photographs of Jackie Martin, photographs 
that contribute - with the text - the salient facts of Brazil's history and geography, 
its government, its states and cities, its products, occupations, people, its communica- 
tion and transportation facilities, its art and literature. An interesting experiment 
in bookmaking, this integral unity of text and pictures, successfully developed. A book 
that all ages, from fourth or fifth grade up will find of interest and value. (2/20) 


MeKenny, Margaret & A BOOK OF WAYSIDE FRUITS Macmillan 
Johnston, Edith F. - Illus. $2.25 
Companion volume to Garden Flowers .and Wild Flowers ~- in another successful 
collaboration of descriptive text and full page illustrations in full color. Edible 
fruits - ornamental fruits - fruits with special uses. The text gives habitat and 
characteristics - illustrations show both fruit and flower of each bush and vine. Way 8 


FOR THE 12 to 18 YEAR OLDS ~ Fictton 


Wadsworth, L.A. THE BRONZE ARROW MYSTERY Farrar & Rinehart 
$2.00 

Another Wadsworth mystery story - and a good one, not only on the score of a 
good yarn, but well-characterized and well-written. The pace is sustained - except for 
a lag in the middle of the book ~ as Terry Rowan, 16, spoiled only child of the owner 
of the Bronze Arrow Bus Line, learns of the mysterious wrecking of one of his father's 
buses, which is used for the workers of a nearby defense plant - in New Mexico. Terry 
becomes involved in a mystery which concerns a man's disappearance, threatening noves, 
sabotage, etc....In addition to the mystery, the story has merit as good authentic 
High School material, - lingo and psychology sound. (Publ.) 


Blyton, Enid MYSTERY ISLAND Macmillan 
$2.50 

English background (possibly coast of Cornwall?) for an exciting mystery ad- 
venture, as 14-year old Philip Mannering takes two youngsters, Jack and Lucy-Ann Trent 
to Craggy-Tops, where he and his sister stay during the holidays. There — half way up 
a steep cliff above the sea - the four children are precipitated into adventures in- 
volving hidden tunnels, a ghost ridden island, buried copper mines, counterfeiting, 
Strange lights at night, and mysterious doings by the servant, Jo-Jo. Jack's parrot, 
Kiki, lends a bit of spice and humor. Black and white illustrations by Stuart 


Tresilian. (2/TS) , 


(ov 
> 6 FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fictton 


Cooke, David C. - Fd. YOUNG AMERICA'S AVIATION ANNUAL-1945 agg 
Not much need be said about this, other thin to call attention to this fifth 
edition of an already established annual survey of what has happened in aviation, not 
only in action, but behind the scenes. Good vigorous text ~ bits of personal record 
to add human interest - historical survey of the year of 1944 in the air - and ex- 
cellent photographs. If the text seems a bit overoptimistic, if it seems to assume 
a weakness on the part of the enemy that events are proving wrong, lets hope that be- 
fore 1945 ends, all and more than the editor states will be evidenced in fact. (Publ. ) 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 


Davis, Lavinia A SEA BETWEEN Doubleday, Doran 
$2.00 
Not up to Lavinia Davis' usual standard, this is a second rate romance of a 


girl who loses her boy friend, is turned down by the WACS, and then - in a new en- 
vironment, learns that true happiness lies in being loved and needed. Unimportant. i 


(3 L467 
RA 
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Hess, Fjeril — WACS AT WORK Macmillan ( 
The Story of the "Three B's" tn the AAF $2.00 

* Factual material in thinly veiled fictional form, with the "three B's" drawn 


in convincing terms, griping, joking, exulting, despairing, good American soldiers. 
Their schedule is a stiff one, their training rigorous, their leisure time almost non- 
existent. Through the three panels of their careers you get photo lab work, traffic, 
office, link trainer instructions - and a slight romantic angle. Good job of current 


appeal. Illustrated with official photographs. (2/20) 
FIFTEEN AND UP - Non-fiction 


Nicolay, Helen BORN TO COMMAND  Appleton-Century 
$2.50 
* The last half of this is so good that it is rather heart-breaking that the 


first half is so slow and colorless, and seems to have been padded to make a biography 
out of a book that could have stood on simoly the story of Eisenhower, commander-in- 
chief in the European area. The Kansas boyhood, West Point days, marriage, and service 
in the USA, Canal Zone and Panama; further specialized service and the Philippines 
under General MacArthur where he contrivuted greatly to the organization of the army 
for the Islands - all this, in conscientious detail, simply backgrounds the real matter 
of the book, which gathers force and impetus with his assumption of the new command, 
his departure for London, and the setting up of the complicated machinery of United 
Nations cooperation of land, sea and air forces, his selection of his next-—in-conmand, 
and the launching of attack with the North African campaign...From his arrival in 
London the book comes alive, a fascinating, well-written, quick-moving story, full of 
color and anecdote. Illustrated with photographs. (3%) 





Bro, Marguerite LET'S TALK ABOUT YOU ” Doubleday, Doran 
$1.50 

Not an etiquette book, but a book on growing up - an adolescent “on being a 
real person". Frank, thoughtful, well-written, a book which faces the normal prcblems 
of a girl in the teens, - dates, how to be popular, the decision atout what te do 
after school, application to school and home work, hotbies, etc. Added to this, the 
author has discussed the special problems of today, a teen-ager in wartime, neving a 
good time without "men", using leisure to prepare for the returning soldiers, etc. 
Tre theory is liberally illustrated with case histories. There's a good s¢ctioi on 
rencing. But there's a notable lack of mention of war work - after school hours, or 
defense or war jobs, which are vitally interesting to teen agers today. Apart from 
that - its an eminently readable book, which will make girls think about themsélves - 


and others. (3/22) 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
Fiction 


Lamond, Henry G. Dingo: The Story of an Outlaw Morrow | 
$2.50 


The author of Ailgour's Mare writes of an Australian wild dog, a master killer, 
hated and feared by cattle and sheep men alike. Here is the sharp cunning character 
of a dingo, his legendary personality, his danger to stocx raisers. White Ears early 


learns the value of caution, becomes wise in the ways of men, perfects his own style 
of killing and kills so much and so unnecessarily that the bounty on his head in- 
creases. No ordinary means can bring about his destruction. When he is finally 
caught he has won man's respectful treatment. Perceptive natural history story - 


informative. (Publ. ) 
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ADULT BOORS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
Non-ftictton 


Espey, John MINOR HERESIES Knopf 

$2.00 

Ingratiating irreverence and a graceful gamin turn of phrase for the childhood 

of a very young sinner under the portals of Presbyterianism. This was the mission of 
South Gate, five miles outside Shanghai. Here in episodes of an original nature, is 
the interplay of the missionary bent on correctness and correction - and the unpredict- 
able, unpersuaded heathen Chinese. He writes of how he and his older sister routed 
through some rough alley brats; of how they attended a Chinese kindergarten and emerged 
with an English Christmas carol; of how they went the daily rounds of recitation, con- 
fession, prayer; of how his first amah is finally undone; of the disillusion that was 
America on the first visit; of the collie - and the school teacher - and so on. Subtle, 
scampish charm, delicate comedy, fresh interpretation of Chinese. (For full report of 
this beguiling book, see bulletin of Dec. 15 . P. 557). | he 4 


von Hagen, Wolfgang SOUTH AMERICA CALLED THEM Knopf 


$3.75 
Good companion to Book of Naturalists, this biography of four men whose 


scientific curiosity provides a common bond- retelling of scientific history in ex- 
uberant recreation, of pioneering in ideas as well as countries, of men, uncaunted by 
scorn, hostility or danger. He has chosen Charles-Marie de la Condemine of France; 
Alexander von Humboldt of Germany; Charles Robert Darwin of England; Richard Spruce of 
Yorkshire. Each, in youth, went to the new world, and by their findings, helped change 
the world's knowledge and thinking. Here are their backgrounds, their expeditions, whe 
valuable contributions they made to the opening up of a new continent. I1ll’d. (For 
full report of a book which has appeal for those interested in science ~ see bulletin 
of Dec. 15 ~ Pp 557). (2/19) 


Hamlin, Helen NINE MILE BRIDGE Three Years in the Maine Woods Norton 
$2.59 
Granddaughter - niece + and then wife of a gamewarden, Helen Hamlin is ‘orn 
and bred to the life. She had brief interlude as a teacher; then came courtship and 
marriage to Curly, and their life in the Forestry Service at Umasaskis and Nine M's, 
Their work, winter life as they are snowbound and the radio breaks down, life in the 
spring as they fish and travel, their trips outside; the training of a four dog team 
which makes winters more interesting; beaver trappers camp near them; and finally - 
with a baby coming ~ they go back to civilization. Vivid depiction of authentic out- 
door life. (For full report see bulletin of Dec. 15 ~- P. 559). Ucar as - 


Glick, Carl DOUBLE TEN: , Whittlesey 
Capt. O'Banniton's Adventures in the Chinese Revolution S278 
. a FO 


"Double Ten" is the Chinese Fourth of July - the day on which the shackles of 
the Manchus were thrown off, Oct. 10, 1911. This is the story of the years of training 
and preparation that went on in the Chinatowns of this country, under the inspiration 
of Homer Lea, and the tutelage of his lieutenant, Captain O'Bannion, who trained 
thousands of Chinese troops, in small units. The most exciting part of this almost 
incredible story is the smuggling of trained youths out, and of untrained recruits 
from China in, .as bandit chiefs and war lords sent their sons to prepare here for the 
overthrow of tyranny in their homeland. Carl Glick in previous books has shown that 
he knows what goes on behind the facade of our Chinatowns. This reveals something 
those Chinatowns have contributed to world history in the past - the training of a 
revolutionary army, prepared to fight for China's independence. Grand reading. (For 
full report see bulletin of Dec. 15, P. 560). (2/26) 
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CALEN 


Gunther, John 
Bailey, Temple 
Parrish, Anne 


Mydans, Shelley Smith 


Karig, Walter 


Kielland, Axel 


L'Engle, Madeleine 


Tarkington, Booth 


Moody, Alan 
Wescott, Glenway 


Parkhill, Forbes 
Dick, Isabel 


Govan, Christine N. 


Plum, Mary 
Holding, E.S. 
Coxe, G.H. 
Eberhart, Mignon 
Kendrick, Baynard 


SteJohn, Lt. J.F. 
Lattimore, Owen 
White, Walter 
Stein, Gertrude 


Wechsber¢, Joseph 


Bowers, Claude G. 
Espey, John 

von Hagen, W. 
Healy, Thomas E. 
Hamlin, Helen 
Glick, Carl 
Briceno, Olga 


Wright, Richard 


Howard, Robert 


Barzun, Jacques 
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F OR FEBRUARY 


TROUBLED MIDNIGHT (Harper) - «$2.50 
RED FRUIT (Houghton, Mifflin) 2.00 
POOR CHILD (Harper) 2250 
THE OPEN CITY (Doubleday, Doran) 2.50 
LOWER THAN ANGELS (Farrar & 

Rinehart) 2.75 
SHAPE OF DANGER (Little, Brown) 2-50 
THE SMALL RAIN (Vanguard) 2.50 


MAGE OF JOSEPHINE (Doubleday, Doran) 
March Literary Guild 


2.50 


SLEKP IN THE SUN (Houghton Mifflin)2.Qo 


APARTMENT 


PERIOD, REGICNAL 
(S) 


IN ATHENS (Harper) March 


Book of the Month Club 2.50 
TROOPERS WEST (Farrar & Rinehart) 2.75 
2.50 


WILD ORCHARD (Crowell) 


JENNIFER'S HOUSE (Houghton Mifflin)2.50 
THRILLERS 
(S) STATE DEPARTMENT CAT (Doubleday, 
Doran) 2.00 
(S NET OF COBWEBS (Simon & Schuster) 2.00 
(S THE JADE VENUS (Knopf) 2-00 
(S) WINGS OF FEAR (Random House) 2.00 
S) DEATH KNELL (Morrow) 2200 
OH FF LC TH CF 
THE WAR + AND AFTER 
(S) LEYTE CALLING (Vanguard) 3.50 
POWER IN ASIA (Little, Brown) 2.00 
A KISING WIND (Doubleday, Doran) 2.00 
WARS I HAVE SEEN (Random House) 2.50 
EIOGRAPHY 
(S) LOOKING FOR A BLUEBIRD (Houghton, 
Mifflin) 2.50 
THE YOUNG JEFFERSON (Houghton 
Mifflin) 3.50 
MINOR HERESIES (Knopf) 2.00 
(S) SOUTH AMERICA CALLED THEM (Knopf) 3.75 
TOURIST UNDER FIRE (kolt) 3.00 
NINE MILE BRIDGE (Norton) 2.50 
(S) DCUBLE TEN (Whittlesey House) 2.75 
COCKS AND BULLS IN CARACAS 
(Houghton ) 2-75 
BLACK BOY (Harper) March B.O.Hh.- 2.50 
MISCELLANEOUS 
TWO BILLION ACRE FARM (Doubleday 
Doran) 2.75 


TEACHER 


IN AMERICA(Little, Brown) 3,00 
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